Clustered cases of paravaccinia in milkers.
Clustered cases of a disease in men and cows firstly diagnosed as cowpox has been described. Clinical manifestation, epidemiology and laboratory diagnostics are presented. Virological and serological investigations of the specimens taken from sick persons and animals proved paravaccinia virus (genus Parapoxvirus) to be etiological agent of the illness. Cowpox virus (genus Orthopoxvirus) greatly differs from the latter by phenotypical markers. The disease in humans is called Milkers' modules, in cows--pseudocowpox. The disease is mostly benign and this is a reason why it does not attract sufficient attention of health personnel. Nevertheless this infection can cause a certain economical loss.